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Introduction

Introduction
Malta is increasingly becoming a destination of choice for internationally mobile executives, entrepreneurs, 
retirees, and affluent families seeking a stable European jurisdiction that combines an exceptional 
quality of life with attractive long-term wealth-planning opportunities.

Positioned strategically in the centre of the Mediterranean between Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, the island 
nation combines the lifestyle benefits of Mediterranean living with the stability, infrastructure, and connectivity of a modern 
European financial centre. For many expatriates, Malta offers a compelling balance that can be difficult to find elsewhere; 
a safe and welcoming environment, an English-speaking business culture, a favourable climate (with more than 300 days of 
sunshine), and strong transport links.

Although covering less than 320 square kilometres, Malta has developed into one of Europe's most internationally connected 
jurisdictions. The country is a full member of the European Union and the Schengen Area, operates within the Eurozone, and 
has built a sophisticated professional services sector that focuses on financial services, aviation, insurance, technology, 
gaming, investment management, and international business. 

Malta is home to a resident population of approximately 588,000 people, of which around one in five is foreign-born. 
This international character is evident throughout daily life, particularly in areas such as Sliema, St Julian's, Madliena, 
Ta' Xbiex, and Valletta, where expatriates from across Europe, North America, the Middle East, and beyond have 
established vibrant international communities.

In recent years, changes elsewhere in Europe have further enhanced Malta's appeal. The gradual withdrawal of preferential 
tax regimes in some jurisdictions, increasing wealth taxes in others, and broader regulatory reforms affecting internationally 
mobile individuals have encouraged many expatriates to reassess where they choose to live, work, retire, and structure their 
wealth.

This guide explores the key financial considerations for expats relocating to Malta, including its tax residency framework, 
cross-border wealth structuring, and long-term financial planning.
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  Malta Tax Residency Remittance Basis System

Malta Tax Residency &
Remittance Basis System

Avoiding costly mistakes

Maintaining clear segregation 
between capital accounts, 
income-producing assets and 
realised gains is extremely 
important, as poorly structured 
arrangements can lead to 
avoidable taxable remittances - 
particularly where investment 
accounts contain mixed capital 
and income, or where assets 
have been accumulated 
without cross-border tax 
planning.

Forth Capital’s international 
financial planners and 
cross-border tax specialist 
help their clients structure 
assets efficiently to minimise 
unnecessary tax exposure and 
reporting complexity.

Non-domiciled residents 
should also be aware that a 
€5,000 minimum annual 
Malta tax liability may apply 
where foreign income reaches 
the relevant threshold.

To book an initial consultation
click here.
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Malta's Tax Residency Framework

One of the principal reasons Malta has become increasingly attractive to internationally 
mobile individuals is the distinction the country makes between residence and domicile. 
Malta’s system allows expats to become resident in Malta whilst remaining non-domiciled. 

This distinction sits at the centre of Malta’s international tax framework.

Typically, expatriates spending 183 days or more in Malta become Malta tax resident, 
without automatically acquiring Maltese domicile status. Individuals who are resident 
but non-domiciled are generally taxed on a remittance basis, although the precise 
treatment depends on their circumstances and any applicable residence programme.

How the Remittance Basis Works

In practical terms, this means that Maltese-source income is taxable in Malta, whilst 
foreign income only becomes taxable if it is remitted into the country. 

Crucially, foreign capital gains are typically not taxable in Malta, even if remitted.

For expatriates with investment portfolios, overseas assets and international business 
interests, this important difference between the tax treatment of income and capital 
presents significant planning opportunities. 

Minimum annual tax for non-domiciled residents

Resident non-domiciled individuals taxed on the remittance basis may be subject to 
a €5,000 minimum annual Malta tax liability where foreign income is €35,000 or 
more; for married couples, this threshold is assessed against combined foreign 
income. The minimum can be reduced by double-taxation relief and may not apply 
to certain residence programmes, so specialist advice should be taken.

Malta's Double Tax Treaty Network

Malta has negotiated an extensive network of double taxation agreements with 
countries around the world, designed to prevent the same income, pensions, dividends, 
interest and capital gains from being taxed twice. They do not eliminate tax liabilities 
but determine which country has primary taxing rights, how relief is claimed, and what 
reporting obligations remain. Understanding how a double taxation treaty applies to 
your specific circumstances in relation to your income and assets is therefore essential.

https://www.forthcapital.com/contact-us/?geo=1
https://mtca.gov.mt/personal-tax/tax-rates/tax-ratesindividuals/2026
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How Malta 
Taxes Your Wealth

Dividend Income

Dividend income can arise from a wide variety of 
sources, including listed investment portfolios, privately 
owned companies, family businesses, and international 
investment funds.

For individuals who are resident but not domiciled in 
Malta, foreign dividend income that remains outside 
Malta is generally not taxable in Malta.

However, foreign dividend income that is remitted 
into Malta may become taxable.

This distinction can be particularly important for 
internationally mobile investors whose portfolios 
generate substantial income and it’s important 
therefore to review portfolio structure before 
relocation to understand the tax exposure of future 
investment returns.

Interest Income

As with dividends, the treatment of foreign interest 
income arising from bank deposits, fixed-term savings 
accounts, corporate bonds, government bonds, 
structured deposits, and cash management solutions 
depends upon whether that income is remitted into 
Malta.

Rental Income

Rental income generated from overseas property is 
generally treated as income rather than capital and 
therefore requires careful consideration within the 
context of Malta's tax framework and any applicable 
double taxation agreements.

This can be particularly relevant for individuals who 
retain former family homes, own buy-to-let property 
portfolios, hold commercial property investments, 
and/or own holiday homes abroad.

As property ownership often spans multiple jurisdictions, 
it’s important to seek specialist advice to understand 
how local tax rules, treaty provisions, and future 
succession planning arrangements interact.

Capital Gains

Typically, foreign capital gains realised by individuals 
who are resident but not domiciled in Malta are not 
taxable in Malta, even if the proceeds are subsequently 
remitted.

Expat Finance Guide to Malta
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For internationally mobile investors, entrepreneurs 
and business owners anticipating future liquidity 
events, this distinction can be extremely valuable. 
Examples may include the sale of privately owned 
businesses, the sale of overseas property, and the 
realisation of international investment holdings.

Forth Capital’s international financial planners and 
cross-border tax specialists work with their clients to 
coordinate investment structures, residency planning, 
tax considerations, succession strategies, and long-term 
wealth planning objectives within a single integrated 
financial strategy. To book a consultation click here.

https://www.forthcapital.com/contact-us/?geo=1
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Residence  Tax Programmes

Residence & Tax Programmes
Rather than offering a single pathway to residency, Malta has developed a range of residence and tax frameworks designed to 
accommodate professionals, entrepreneurs, retirees, remote workers, and affluent individuals with differing objectives.

Expat Finance Guide to Malta

Tax Treatment of Highly Skilled Individuals 
Rules (HSI Rules)

Preferential tax treatment for senior professionals

The HSI Rules are intended to attract senior talent to 
Malta’s financial services, insurance, aviation, gaming, 
fintech and technology sectors. For qualifying individuals, 
employment income is taxed at a flat rate of 15%, 
subject to eligibility criteria and minimum remuneration 
thresholds.

The programme applies to a range of qualifying senior 
executive and specialist positions within approved sectors 
and organisations [further details of the qualifying roles and 
eligibility requirements are available in the official guidance]. 

The regime can be particularly attractive when combined 
with Malta's wider tax and residency framework.

Malta Retirement Programme (MRP)
Dedicated residency framework for retirees

The MRP has been designed specifically for individuals 
seeking to retire to Malta. To qualify, applicants must 
generally receive a pension as their principal source of 
income; maintain health insurance; and satisfy minimum 
residence requirements, and hold qualifying property in 
Malta: a purchased property to a minimum value of 
€275,000 (€220,000 in Gozo or the South of Malta) or 
a rental property with a minimum annual rent of €9,600 
(€8,750 in Gozo or the South of Malta).

The programme applies a preferential 15% rate of tax 
to foreign-source income remitted to Malta [e.g., foreign 
private pension income] subject to a minimum annual tax 
liability of €7,500, together with an additional €500 for 
each dependant. This minimum tax must generally be paid 
each year regardless of the level of remitted income.

The Residence Programme (TRP) and 
Global Residence Programme (GRP) 
Residence routes for EU/EEA/Swiss nationals
and non-EU/EEA/Swiss nationals 

The TRP applies to EU, EEA and Swiss nationals, 
while the GRP is designed for non-EU, non-EEA, and 
non-Swiss nationals. 

Both can provide access to a preferential 15% tax rate 
on qualifying foreign-source income remitted to Malta, 
subject to programme eligibility, minimum annual 
Malta tax liabilities and other requirements.

Applicants must satisfy qualifying property, health-
insurance and financial self-sufficiency conditions. 
Advice should be taken to determine the route that 
best fits personal, tax and family circumstances.

Malta Permanent Residence Programme (MPRP)

Long-Term residency solution for HNW families

The MPRP has become one of the country's most popular 
residency pathways for high-net-worth families seeking 
permanent residency within a European Union jurisdiction.

The MPRP provides permanent residency rather than a 
temporary residence permit, and there is no minimum 
physical presence requirement to maintain status.

Applicants must either purchase a property with a minimum 
value of €375,000 (or rent a property with a minimum 
annual rent of €14,000), retained for at least five years.

Applicants must maintain qualifying health insurance and 
satisfy the following requirements:
▪ Government Contribution €37,000
▪ Administration Fee €60,000
▪ NGO Donation €2,000
▪ Asset Test €500,000 assets

including €150,000 
financial assets; or
€650,000 assets
including €75,000 
financial assets.

Nomad Residence Permit
Solution for international remote workers

Malta's Nomad Residence Permit has been designed 
specifically for the growing number of internationally 
mobile professionals whose work is no longer tied to a 
particular location. The permit allows qualifying non-EU 
nationals to reside in Malta whilst continuing to work 
remotely for employers, clients, or businesses based 
outside the country.

Applicants must demonstrate a minimum gross annual 
income of approximately €42,000, maintain comprehensive 
private health insurance, and be able to perform their work 
remotely using telecommunications technology. Initially 
granted for one year, the permit may be renewed up to 
three times, subject to continuing eligibility, allowing a 
maximum total stay of four years.

Choosing the right programme

Whilst each programme offers distinct advantages, the 
most appropriate route depends upon a combination of 
personal, financial, professional, and family considerations.

Forth Capital's international financial planners help 
expatriates evaluate residency options within the context of 
their broader financial circumstances, ensuring that residency 
decisions support wider wealth-planning objectives both 
now and in the future. To book a consultation click here.

https://mtca.gov.mt/docs/default-source/documents/personal-tax/legal-and-technical/guidelines/hqpr-new-amalgamated-rules---guidelines---branded-06-04-(002).pdf?sfvrsn=b605473e_1
https://www.forthcapital.com/contact-us/?geo=1
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Each of Malta’s residence programmes has different eligibility criteria, tax treatment and financial commitments. 
Understanding these distinctions is essential when choosing the most appropriate route and ensuring that your 
residency decisions support your wider financial and wealth-planning objectives.

Programme Who it Serves / Key Advantages Eligibility Requirements

HSI Rules

Tax Treatment 
of Highly Skilled 
Individuals Rules

Senior specialists in approved Maltese 
employment. 15% tax on qualifying 
salary, not on overseas investment 
income.

Qualifying sector, role and employment contract by 
formal determination.
2026 remuneration of at least €65,000 required 
(excluding fringe benefits).

TRP

The Residence 
Programme

EU, EEA and Swiss nationals who are 
not permanent Maltese residents. 
15% tax on qualifying foreign income 
remitted to Malta.

€15,000 annual minimum tax. 
Qualifying home: purchase from €220,000 - €275,000 
or rent from €8,750 - €9,600 p.a..
Health cover and sufficient resources required.

GRP

Global Residence 
Programme

Non-EU, non-EEA, and non-Swiss 
nationals seeking special tax status. 
15% tax on qualifying foreign income 
remitted to Malta.

€15,000 annual minimum tax.
TRP-equivalent property thresholds. 
Health cover, resources, and immigration/residence 
eligibility reviewed.

MRP

Malta Retirement 
Programme

Qualifying retirees: Pension received in 
Malta must represent at least 75% of 
chargeable income. 
15% tax on qualifying remittances.

€7,500 annual minimum tax, plus €500 per dependant. 
Qualifying property and health cover. 
Check pension classification, timing and treaty treatment.

MPRP

Malta Permanent 
Residence 
Programme

Eligible third-country families seeking 
permanent residence. 
A residence-status route - not a 
preferential income-tax regime.

Property purchase ≥€375,000 or rent ≥€14,000 p.a.
€60,000 administration fee, €37,000 contribution and 
€2,000 donation. 
Asset test, due diligence and licensed agent.

Nomad
Residence 
Permit

Non-EU remote employees, business 
owners or freelancers working for 
overseas employers or clients. 
Temporary stay - up to four years.

Gross income of ≥€42,000 p.a., overseas work contracts, 
accommodation and health insurance required. 
Qualifying authorised work has a separate 10% tax regime.

SOURCES

Malta Tax & Customs Agency:
HSI Rules  ;

HSI Rules ;
TRP  ;

TRP ; 
GRP  ;

GRP ;
MRP

MRP
Residency Malta Agency:

MPRP  ;

MPRP ;
Nomad Residence Permit

Nomad Residence Permit

Rates, financial thresholds and eligibility requirements are based on official published guidance [below] as at October 2026. 
Eligibility, programme rules and tax are dependent on personal circumstances, and advice should be sought before applying.

https://mtca.gov.mt/docs/default-source/documents/personal-tax/legal-and-technical/guidelines/hqpr-new-amalgamated-rules---guidelines---branded-06-04-%28002%29.pdf
https://mtca.gov.mt/docs/default-source/documents/personal-tax/individual/special-schemes/the-residence-programme/guidelines-trp.pdf?sfvrsn=5d5d1ba4_3
https://mtca.gov.mt/docs/default-source/documents/personal-tax/individual/special-schemes/the-global-residence-programme/guidelines-grp.pdf
https://mtca.gov.mt/docs/default-source/documents/personal-tax/individual/special-schemes/the-malta-retirement-programme/guidelines-mrp.pdf?sfvrsn=62844ae3_1
https://residencymalta.gov.mt/legal-framework-mprp-2/
https://nomad.residencymalta.gov.mt/new-faqs/
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Mitigating Currency Risk

Living in the Eurozone while holding 
assets denominated in another 
currency creates significant
exposure to exchange rate volatility.

With the Pound having fallen in 
value by 26% in relation to the 
Euro between January 2001 and 
June 20261, currency risk has the 
potential to significantly impact 
the value of your UK pension funds 
and investments held in Pounds 
Sterling (GBP), diminishing their 
purchasing power and the lifestyle 
they afford you, if you plan to 
retire in Malta.

At Forth Capital, we can help 
clients manage currency risk by 
considering the currencies in which 
their income and assets are held 
alongside their anticipated 
retirement expenditure. However, 
plans can change, and retirement 
abroad, family considerations or a 
return home may affect future 
currency requirements.

The most important thing 
therefore is to have flexibility and 
the option to save and invest in 
different currencies, with the 
expertise of an international 
financial planner to help you make 
the right decisions every step of 
the way.

1 Source: OFX.com

For expats relocating to Malta, the structures within which their 
investments are held can be just as important as the underlying 
investments themselves. This is particularly relevant in the context 
of Malta’s remittance basis tax framework, where the distinction 
between capital and income can become critically important.

Wealth Structuring

For expatriates with internationally diversified portfolios, offshore 
assets, business interests, or future liquidity events anticipated, 
poorly structured arrangements can inadvertently create taxable 
remittances or unnecessary long-term reporting complexity.

Investment portfolios generating substantial dividend income 
through structures established before relocation may, for example, 
create additional remittance and reporting complexity. Alternative 
internationally structured arrangements may offer different 
treatment in relation to investment growth, withdrawals and 
international portability, depending on the individual’s 
circumstances and applicable tax rules.

Retirement Planning

If you are considering retiring in Malta, it’s important to understand 
the opportunities afforded by the Malta Retirement Programme 
(MRP) [detailed on Page 4], and the requirements to qualify for 
this tax framework.

It’s also important to review and structure your retirement assets, 
plan your drawdown strategy and the timing of pension withdrawals, 
manage currency risk, and consider any potential inheritance tax 
exposure, in order to support the lifestyle you wish to enjoy in 
retirement and the legacy you pass on to your loved ones.

Estate Planning

Malta does not impose inheritance tax in the same manner as many 
other jurisdictions, although duties may apply to certain inherited 
Maltese assets. Expatriates should not assume that relocating to 
Malta automatically removes exposure to inheritance or estate taxes 
in other jurisdictions where they are resident or domiciled, or hold 
assets.

Expats in Malta should also consider creating a separate Maltese will 
alongside wills in other jurisdictions where they hold assets or 
property, or have domicile, to simplify probate and succession 
administration across all jurisdictions.

The most effective international estate plans are created and 
implemented with clarity around residency intentions, family 
objectives, and intergenerational wealth transfer goals. 

Forth Capital’s international financial 
planning team structures efficient 
cross-border wealth solutions for our 
clients, to reduce unnecessary tax 
exposure, simplify reporting, and create 
a resilient long-term structure for future 
generations. To book a consultation 
click here.

https://www.forthcapital.com/au/articles/currency-risk-how-it-could-cost-you-up-to-56-of-your-uk-pensions-potential-value/?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/au/articles/currency-risk-how-it-could-cost-you-up-to-56-of-your-uk-pensions-potential-value/?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/au/articles/currency-risk-how-it-could-cost-you-up-to-56-of-your-uk-pensions-potential-value/?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/au/articles/currency-risk-how-it-could-cost-you-up-to-56-of-your-uk-pensions-potential-value/?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/au/articles/currency-risk-how-it-could-cost-you-up-to-56-of-your-uk-pensions-potential-value/?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/eu/contact-us?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/eu/contact-us?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/contact-us/?geo=1
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Establishing and maintaining Non-UK Tax Residence

One of the most important questions facing any UK expatriate when they relocate to Malta is whether they have genuinely 
ceased to be UK tax resident. Many individuals assume that leaving the UK automatically ends UK tax residency, but it is the 
UK's Statutory Residence Test (SRT) that determines an individual's UK tax residency position.

UK tax residence and Malta tax residence are not mutually exclusive, and a failure to satisfy the SRT may result in an individual 
remaining UK tax resident despite spending substantial time overseas, meaning that in certain circumstances, an individual may 
be considered resident under the domestic legislation of both countries - and are then dependent upon the application of the 
UK-Malta Double Taxation Agreement to determine how their wealth is taxed, which may not result in an optimal outcome.

UK Tax Wrappers

One of the most common misconceptions amongst British expatriates is that tax-efficient UK investments automatically 
retain the same advantages overseas. This is typically not the case. As a UK resident, ISAs for example can provide valuable 
UK tax advantages, but the tax treatment of income and gains arising within an ISA typically differs once an individual 
becomes resident in another jurisdiction. Consequently, ISAs and UK investment structures should always be reviewed 
within the context of your wider international wealth structuring plan.

UK Property Ownership

Property remains one of the most common assets retained by British expatriates. Former family homes, investment 
properties, holiday properties, and buy-to-let portfolios can form part of an expatriate's wealth. Retaining UK property 
raises a number of considerations including UK tax reporting obligations, rental income taxation, UK capital gains tax 
(CGT) exposure, and UK inheritance tax (IHT) implications. UK property should be reviewed therefore within the context 
of a holistic cross-border wealth strategy.

UK Pension Considerations

Under the UK-Malta Double Taxation Agreement, most private pension income received by a resident of Malta is generally 
taxable in Malta rather than the UK. For retirees with substantial private pension assets, this can be beneficial given the 
significant benefit that the Malta Retirement Programme (MRP) offers [see Page 4].

Malta residence can also provide individuals with access to Qualifying Recognised Overseas Pension Schemes (QROPS), 
offering UK expats the opportunity to consolidate multiple pension arrangements with greater currency flexibility and 
broader international investment choice. QROPS can also be beneficial from an estate planning perspective, as the pension 
funds cease to be UK situs assets. However, suitability analysis is important, and any pension transfer to a Malta QROPS 
must be assessed carefully in the context of the individual’s broader financial planning strategy.

UK Inheritance Tax (IHT)

From 6 April 2025, the UK moved from a domicile-based IHT framework to a residence-based system. Exposure to 
UK IHT on non-UK assets now depends principally on whether the individual is treated as a long-term UK resident, 
broadly determined by UK residence history over the preceding 20 tax years. Long-term UK residents can remain 
within scope for 3 to 10 tax years after leaving. UK-situs assets, 
including UK property and certain UK-based investments, 
can remain within scope regardless of residence status. 
UK expatriates should therefore review residence history, 
UK-situs assets, trusts, ownership structures and succession 
arrangements as part of their wider estate-planning strategy.

Returning to the UK

International mobility is rarely a one-way journey. Many expatriates 
eventually return to the UK and a successful long-term international 
financial plan should therefore consider not only departure, but also 
the possibility of future return.

Considerations that need to be addressed include whether investment 
and wealth structures will then remain appropriate; the tax implications 
of returning to the UK, and the treatment of your pensions. For more 
information on repatriation, please download our dedicated guide.

Creating a holistic cross-border plan

The interaction between UK and Maltese 
legislation creates opportunity and complexity.

Forth Capital's international financial planners 
specialise in helping UK expatriates navigate 
these cross-border considerations, ensuring 
that decisions made today support long-term 
objectives, in Malta and beyond. 

To book an initial consultation, click here.

https://www.forthcapital.com/eu/financial-planning/uk-statutory-residence-test?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/eu/financial-planning/guide-to-repatriating-to-the-uk/?geo=1
https://www.forthcapital.com/contact-us/?geo=1
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Health Care

Malta offers both public and private healthcare systems, 
but with private healthcare providing faster access and 
greater flexibility, affluent expats typically view this as 
a long-term planning cost. Annual premiums vary 
materially depending upon age, health profile, scope, 
and geographic coverage - and should be forecast and 
factored into your long-term financial planning.

Forth Capital’s international financial planners use 
the latest cashflow modelling software to help clients 
visualise how key expenditure, such as education fees, 
health insurance, accommodation costs and property 
purchases interact with income projections and 
forecast investment growth over time. 

By modelling different scenarios, these projections can 
help create a more robust and resilient long-term 
financial plan, aligned to your future goals. 
To book a consultation click here.

When relocating to Malta, it’s important to establish 
an understanding of the most significant living costs 
that will have a material impact on your long-term 
financial plan.

Accommodation and buying property in Malta

Premium residential areas including Sliema, St Julian’s,
Madliena, Ta’ Xbiex, and Valletta are especially popular 
amongst expatriates seeking proximity to international 
schools, restaurants, marinas, and business infrastructure.

Premium apartments typically range from €350,000 
to €750,000 [Sotheby’s International], whilst larger villas 
and luxury residences can exceed €1.5 million, depending 
upon location and sea frontage. 

Unlike many European jurisdictions, Malta generally 
allows foreign nationals to acquire property, but attention 
should be paid to Acquisition of Immovable Property 
(AIP) permits, Special Designated Areas (SDAs), Stamp 
Duty costs, notarial fees, and ownership structures.

Many expatriates choose to rent initially before committing 
to a property purchase, allowing them to gain a clearer 
understanding of the different regions and lifestyles 
available. Rental costs in premium waterfront districts 
typically range between €1,500 and €4,000+ per month 
for modern apartments, with luxury residences 
commanding materially higher rents.

Education

For families relocating to Malta, education can become 
a significant long-term financial commitment. Malta 
offers a strong selection of international and private 
schools, many of which offer the British Curriculum 
and/or the International Baccalaureate (IB) framework.

Amongst Malta’s best-known international schools are
Verdala International School, QSI International 
School of Malta, St Edward’s College, and St Martin’s 
College.

Verdala International School, one of Malta’s best 
known IB schools, currently charges annual tuition 
fees ranging from €10,300 to €15,700, dependent 
upon year group.

Expat Finance Guide to Malta
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https://www.maltasothebysrealty.com/
https://www.verdala.org/fees
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 Before You Move to Malta Your Planning Checklist

Before You Move to Malta
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Successful relocation to Malta begins well before departure. The timing and sequence of decisions concerning 
your residency, tax position, investments, pensions and internationally held assets can materially affect your 
financial position after relocating. Use this checklist to create your priority action plan.

1
Obtain coordinated advice at the outset

Consult a cross-border tax specialist and international financial planner.

Agree which decisions must be taken before your tax residence changes.

2
Choose your residence route

Identify a route suited to your nationality, work, retirement and family plans.

Check income, property, healthcare and application requirements.

3
Establish the tax timeline

Confirm tax-residence dates in both countries and assess dual-residence risk.

For UK movers, apply the Statutory Residence Test before departure.

4
Map income, capital and accounts

Inventory worldwide income, capital, investments, gains and bank accounts.

Identify mixed funds, planned remittances and any Maltese minimum tax.

5
Review your investments and pensions

Review overseas investments and tax wrappers (e.g. UK ISAs).

Assess pensions, treaty treatment and Malta QROPS suitability before acting.

6
Determine property/accommodation costs and future spending

Verify Maltese property criteria, acquisition costs and ongoing commitments.

Review overseas property, tax exposure, EUR cashflow, FX and family costs.

7
Protect your family and estate

Review wills, trusts, beneficiaries, insurance and powers of attorney.

Assess UK IHT history, UK-situs assets and Maltese succession duties.

8
Finalise departure and arrival plans

Complete pre-move actions; document decisions, dates and transactions.

Finalise permits, health cover, banking and registrations; schedule reviews.



One of the advantages of working with Forth Capital is access to advisers who understand not only international 
financial planning, but also the realities of living and working in Malta.

Our Malta-based team combines local knowledge with international expertise, helping expatriates navigate the 
financial, tax, investment, and lifestyle considerations associated with relocation.

Whether you are planning a move to Malta, establishing residency, preparing for retirement, restructuring your wealth 
internationally and putting in place a holistic cross-border financial plan, having access to our advisors who understand 
both the local landscape and the international context can provide invaluable clarity and confidence.

▪ 20 years of experience across four continents
We are experienced in providing bespoke international financial planning solutions, helping you to manage your 
entire cross-border financial strategy to maximise opportunities and avoid costly pitfalls.

▪ Client-Centric Approach
Our focus is on exploring the best solutions for our clients, based on their personal circumstances and objectives.

▪ Advisors with First-Hand Expat Experience
All of our advisors are current or former expats, giving them unique insight into the challenges you face.

Expat Finance Guide to Malta
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Mahé specialises in working with internationally mobile 
professionals, retirees, entrepreneurs, and expatriate 
families seeking to establish themselves in Malta.

With extensive experience advising clients across multiple 
jurisdictions, she helps individuals navigate the complexities 
of residency, retirement planning, wealth structuring, and 
cross-border financial planning.

Based in Malta, Mahé combines international financial 
planning expertise with a deep understanding of the 
practical realities of relocating to and living on the island.

https://www.forthcapital.com/contact-us/?geo=1


To discuss how we can help you to grow and 

protect your wealth as an expat in Malta, 

book a consultation with one of Forth Capital’s 

dual-qualified international financial planners.
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Forth Capital Advisers Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) Registration Number 811535.

Forth Capital (USA), LLC is an Investment Advisor registered with the State of Texas, CRD Number 804610907.

Forth Capital (Genève) Sàrl is authorised and regulated by FINMA as an Insurance Intermediary (Registration Number F01197232) and is affiliated 

to SO-FIT, as a financial intermediary within the meaning of Article 2 Paragraph 3 of the Anti-Money Laundering Act (AMLA). SO-FIT is a self-regulatory organization recognized by the 

Swiss Federal Financial Markets Supervisory Authority (FINMA). All Forth Capital (Genève) Sàrl Advisors are listed on the ARIF (Association Romande des Intermediaries Financiers) public 

register for regulated Financial Planners in Switzerland, as required under the Swiss Financial Services Act (FinSA).

Forth Capital (Hong Kong) Ltd is regulated by the Hong Kong Insurance Authority No. FB1231 and is a Member of the Hong Kong Confederation of Insurance Brokers (HKCIB).

Forth Capital (Australia) Pty Ltd with ABN 38 627 432 875 is a corporate authorised representative ("CAR") of Shartru Wealth Management operating in Australia under AFSL: 422409.

Forth Capital (Europe) Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland to provide insurance distribution services. Our Central Bank reference number is C133357. Where services are 
provided in another EEA country, they are provided from Ireland on a cross-border basis under the Insurance Distribution Directive.

Email us at:

enquiries@forthcapital.com

or call us on:

• Europe +353 1 640 1984

• UK +44 131 6000 625

• Switzerland +41 22 311 1441

• USA +1 346 245 8824

• Australia +612 9248 0169

• Hong Kong +852 3188 6692

• UAE +971 45 762 681

forthcapital.com

Important Information and Disclaimer

This guide is provided for general information and marketing purposes only. It does not constitute personalised financial, investment, pension, tax, legal, immigration, accounting or
property advice, nor does it constitute an offer or recommendation to acquire, dispose of or retain any investment, pension, property or other financial arrangement.

Tax residence, domicile, long-term residence and the taxation of income, gains, pensions, estates and trusts depend on individual circumstances and the laws of each relevant jurisdiction.
Tax rates, thresholds, residenceprogrammes, eligibility requirements and treaty provisions may change.Specialist tax, legal and immigration advice should be obtained before taking action.

Financial planning and tax advice are separate services and may be provided by different professionals or entities under separate engagement terms. Tax, legal, immigration,
accounting and property advice are not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Where appropriate, Forth Capital’s financial planners may work alongside separately engaged
specialist advisers but do not replace their advice.

The availability, tax treatment and suitability of financial products and planning strategies vary according to the client’s residence, nationality, circumstances and the jurisdiction in
which the relevant service or product is provided. Services are offered only through the appropriate Forth Capital entity and where that entity is authorised or otherwise permitted
to provide them. Applicable regulatory protections may differ between jurisdictions.

The value of investments and any income from them can fall as well as rise, and investors may receive back less than they invested. Currency movements may also increase or
reduce investment values and income when converted into another currency. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future results.

Any property values, rental costs, education fees, healthcare costs or other third-party figures are illustrative only, may change and should not be treated as quotations, valuations
or guarantees of future costs.

Cashflow projectionsare illustrative, rely on assumptions and are not guaranteed.Actual investment returns, inflation, taxation, exchangerates and expendituremay differ from those modelled.

Transferring pension benefits may result in the loss of valuable guarantees or protections and may give rise to fees or tax charges. A transfer will not be suitable for everyone and
should proceed only following a full assessment of the individual’s circumstances.

While reasonable care has been taken in preparing this guide, the information is not exhaustive, and no guarantee is given that it remains complete or current after its stated
publication date. Readers should obtain current, personalised advice before making any financial or relocation decision.

Information correct as at October 2026

mailto:enquiries@forthcapital.com
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